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us of independence have to render it back. Supposing you repent-
ed of your conduct, you can express your repentance only by
leaving us alone.

Q,. But why not Dominion Status? The fact is that the English understand
what Dominion Status means. They don't know what is partnership, whereas
Dominion Status means very nearly what you want. Why not accept it, if it
is offered, as the Irish accepted the Free State status of their own accord Does
your partnership mean anything more than that?

A. Present the case to me, let me examine the contents and
if I find that Dominion Status that you present is the same thing
as Independence, I shall accept it at once. But I must throw the
burden of proving it on those who say that Dominion Status is the
same as Independence.

Toung India, 12-11-1931

150.    TALK AT OXFORD1

OXFORD,
October 24, 1931

Sir Gilbert Murray . . . seemed to be very much perturbed over what
he thought were most dangerous manifestations of non-violent revolution and
nationalism. "I find myself today in greater disagreement with you than even
Mr. Winston ChurchuT', he said. Gandhiji said :

You want co-operation between nations for the salvaging of
civilization. I want it too, but co-operation presupposes free
nations worthy of co-operation. If I am to help in creating or
restoring peace and goodwill and resist disturbances thereof I must
have ability to do so and I cannot do so unless my country has
come to its own. At the present moment, the very movement
for freedom in India is India's contribution to peace. For so long
as India is a subject nation, not only she is a danger to peace, but
also England which exploits India. Other nations may tolerate
today England's Imperialist policy and her exploitation of other
nations, but they certainly do not appreciate it; and they would
gladly help in the prevention of England becoming a greater and
greater menace every day. Of course you will say that India free
can become a menace herself. But let us assume that she will be-

1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's report "The Week-end at Eton and
Oxford : Among Future Empire-Builders". Those present at the talk included
Dr. Gilbert Murray, Dr. Gilbert Slater, Prof. Reginald Goupland and Dr. Datta.